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Getting the Lead Out
EPA Acting to Prevent Childhood Lead Poisoning

By Joseph S. Carra
Deputy Director, Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics

: Lead poisoning is a serious health problem, particularly among young
children. A high blood lead level can lower a child’s intelligence, impair
his or her hearing, retard physical and mental growth, and cause memory -

loss or hyperactivity. EPA estimates chat one in six U.S. children under
six years old have high levels of lead in their blood.

Lead-based paint is a major source of exposure for these children. Urban
soil and dust are also sometimes contaminated with lead from paint,
gasoline, and industrial sources. Drinking water can contain lead from
solder, brass fittings, and service lines. Most of the lead in these sources is
hi g hili g his a remnant fron‘_n the past. Over the past 20 years, the nation s'wirched to

unleaded gasoline, paint manufacturers were banned from using lead in
residential products, and the use of lead in the solder and pipes of public
drinking water systems was banned.

2 OPPT Wants More People
to Use Its Environmental

Data Federal agencies take action

13 Public Education Campaign While much has been accomplished, much remains to be done. By 1989,
To Prevent Lead Poisoning it was clear that additional action was necessary, both to protect people
Begins from exposure to lead left in the environment from previous uses @nd to

prevent exposures to lead from current uses. To tackle the number one
problem—children’s exposure to lead-based paint—EPA joined the
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in organizing a
federal interagency task force. Today, 18 federal organizations participate
in the rask force, cooperating on many projects and sharing information

37 OPPT Plans to Ask
Companies to Give Risk
Informartion to Chemical
Users

about many ochers.

In 1991, EPA completed a comprehensive strategy for dealing with expo-

http://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/2000QTX8.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=1991+Thru
+1994&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldY
ear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmIQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex
%20Data%5C91thru94%5CTxt%5C00000016%
5C2000QTX8.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-
&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=p%
7Cf&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=2ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%
20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL




Enforcement

Four Jailed for lllegal Disposal of PCBs
Weaver Electric Pleads Guilty to Violations

Four people were incarcerated for
illegally disposing of polychlori-
nated biphenyls (PCBs) at a Col-
orado horse ranch and in some
trailers in Texas. The PCBs came
from Weaver Electric Company,
which was fined $200,000 for its
role in the case.

Weaver Electric buys, refurbishes,
and sells used electric equipment.
In chis business, Weaver Electric
accumulated transformers and
capacitors, which contain PCBs,
and PCB-conrtaining liquids. In
1988, Larry Pizer, president of
Weaver Electric, directed plant
manager Clayton Regier to ask the
owners of a nearby horse ranch to
remove PCBs from the company’s
Denver plant. Ranch owners
Michael and Marcha Slusser agreed
to do so and hired a salvage opera-
tor to transport about 576 capaci-
tors and 176 55-gallon drums of
PCB liquids to their ranch. Mr.
Pizer directed Mr. Regier to
remove the drums’ PCB markings
prior to their transport.

The salvage operator and Mr. Slusser
buried the capacitors on the ranch.
The drums, which contained lig-
uids with PCB concentrations of
500 parts per million or more, were
stored for a time in a barn with a
dirt floor. Some of the liquids
spilled and leaked onto the ground.
Later, Mrs. Slusser arranged for the
drums to be transported to El Paso,
Texas, where they were left in trail-
ers at two sites,

Wrongdoing uncovered

These activities were uncovered by
an EPA investigation begun after
an employee of Weaver Electric
revealed the company had submit-
ted false reports to the agency
abour disposal of PCBs.

In July 1990, EPA’s regional office
in Denver began removing the
PCBs and remedying the ranch
site. In October 1990, EPA’s
regional office in Dallas, Texas,
started cleaning up one of che
trailer sites. EPA has spent almost
$1 million on the cleanups.

As a result of EPA’s investigation
into Weaver Electric’s illegal han-
dling of PCBs, the federal govern-
ment in 1989 suspended Mr. Pizer
and Weaver Electric from submit-
ting bids for federal government
surplus equipment. The company
had purchased about 20 percent of
its elecerical equipment for refur-
bishing and resale from the federal
government. In 1990, however,
Weaver Electric, under Mr. Pizer’s
direction, bid for equipment using
the name of a fictitious company.
Weaver Electric was successful in
purchasing surplus equipment in
this way on two occasions.

Guilty pleas entered

This case involved violations of
PCB regulations under the Toxic
Substances Control Act (TSCA)
and reporting violations under the
Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Lia-
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bility Act (CERCLA). TSCA
requires that PCBs be disposed of
properly. CERCLA requires that
the release of PCBs into the
environment be reported to the
government.

On November 6, 1992, in the U.S.
District Court in Colorado, all the
defendants pleaded guilty to
charges of illegally disposing of
PCBs. Michael Slusser also pleaded
guilty to failure to report the
release of a hazardous substance.
Clayton Regier and Weaver Elec-
tric pleaded guilty to failure to
mark PCB containers and capaci-
tors. Weaver Electric also pleaded
guilty to making false statements
and crearing a false document for
the purpose of defrauding the
Unired States. Weaver Electric
president Larry Pizer died before
the case went to court. The other
defendants’ sentences follow.

B Plant manager Clayton Regier
and salvage operator Bud Rupe
were each sentenced to five
months in a federal institution
and one year of supervised
release, of which they will each
spend five months in electroni-
cally monitored home deten-
tion. The defendants were also
ordered to each pay $5,000 to
EPA’s Superfund Fund for the
costs incurred in the PCB
cleanups.

B Ranch owner Martha Slusser
received two sentences of 90

PCBs continued on page 43



For More Information

TSCA Hotline:

Send All Correspondence to Call (202) 554-1404

Environmental Assistance Division (TS-799)
Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics

U.S. EPA The TSCA Assistance Information
401 M Street, S.W. Service (TSCA hotline) operates
Washington, D.C. 20460 Monday through Friday, from 8:30

a.m. to 5 p.m., Eastern time. To

Editor: Jane Gurin . . -
speak to an information specialist,

call (202) 554-1404. FAX requests
for documents are received every

Would You Like tn Receive the day, at all times, on (202) 554-

5603. Documents can also be
1 -In- in? requested by deaf persons who
Chemicals-in-Progress Bulletin: e ndelfornty

The Chemicals-in-Progress Bulletin is published by EPA’s Office of Pol- GEPHEI,

lution Prevention and Toxics. If you are not currently receiving the To request assistance by mail,
Bulletin and would like to become a subscriber, or if you would like write to the Environmental Assis-
to stop receiving the Bulletin, please fill out this form or tape a mail- tance Division at the address pro-
ing label onto it, and mail it to the address on this page. vided at the left.

[J Please add my name to the mailing list for the Chemicals-in-

Progress Bulletin. PCBs continued from page 40
[J I no longer want to receive the Chemicals-in-Progress Bulletin. days, to be served concurrently,
and one-year of supervised
[11'd like a copy of the following publication(s): release. She was also ordered to

pay $5,000 to EPA’s Superfund
Fund. Her husband, Michael
Slusser, received two sentences
of one year and one day, to be
served concurrently.

B Weaver Electric Company was
ordered to pay a $200,000 fine
and was placed on five years’

Name R Tide ‘ probation. Weaver Electric was

also ordered to spend an addi-

Company or Organization Name Type of Business tional $300,000 for environ-
mental remediation for its Den-

Siceet Addoess — A ver facilicies and to pay $1,025
in special assessment fees.
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