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In the News

= Mayor Raymond L. Flynn of
Boston imposed a night curfew on
the Boston Common, the United
States’ oldest park, because of
gambling, drug dealing, robbery
and violence that has turned it
into a erime area.

= President Reagan, a former ac-
tor, sazid at Washington he sees
nothing wrong with television
evangelist Pat Robertson seeking
the presidency, contending that
no “legitimate trades or profes-
sions should be barred from par-
ticipation in public life. That’s
the meaning of demacracy.”

= George P. Shuliz, the secretary
of State, suggested at Washington
the news media could help the
Reagan administration’s cam-
. paign against international ter-
rorism by showing more restraint
in covering that issue.

@ Rochelle Yuga, a 6-foot resi-
dent of Houston, was crowned at
St. Louis as the new Miss Tall In-
ternational during an annual pag-
eant sponsored by Tall Clubs In-
ternational, a nationwide
organization of women at least 5
feet 10 inches tall and men at

A flatbed truck carrying three
large electric transformers that
contained cancer-causing poly-
chlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs,
collided with another vehicle
about 7:16 a.m. Wednesday in the

—Staff Vap by Patt.

d lanes of 40
jusi east of the Lakewood-North
Hills Boulevard overpass at North
Little Rock, and PCB-contami-

PCB-tainted oil spills
on I-40 after collision

nated oil was spill:d from a trans-
former that ruptired and fell off
the truck.

*A major !l’lu'

Richiard Merritt, a state Pollu-
tion Control and Ecology Depart-
ment spokesman, said Department
officials considered the accident
“‘amajor spill.”

Dick Kale, the Pollution Control
and Ecology Department emer-
gency response co-ordinator, esti-
mated early Wednesday evening
that 400 gallons had spilled, but
Tom Meehan of Lakeville, Minn.,
president of National Electric,
Tne., which was transporting the
transformers, szid later that most
of the 4565 gallons of PCB-tainted
oil in the transformer that rup-
tured was held in a spill contain-
ment pan on the rruek bed. A sec-

ond transformer on the truck ) s . S _ : 0
s o —SMMDWM;MD Smith
(See SPILL i Page 17A.) Transformer lies on interstate, with oil spreading out, about an hour after i
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state. A 200-foot stretch of the in-

terstate was “preity coated” with

the oil, PC and E’s Merritt said.
Meehan said a 400- to 500-foot

Continued from Page 1A.

“sprung a leak” that “was stopped
right away” and none of the oil
from it spilled on the ground, he
said.

Lanes closed

The westbound lanes of I-40
were closed immediately from In-
terstate 440 west to the Lakewood
exit, By Wednesday night the
closed area was the westbound
lanes between Protho Junction to
the state Highway 107 exits on I-
40 and US. Highway 67-167
southbound from McCain Boule-
vard to I-40.

The complete cleanup operation
is expected to take at least until
this afternoon. It wasn't known
late Wednesday when any of the
closed lanes would reopen.

Two 15-member crews were
planning to work through the
night on the cleanup operation,
Kale said.

Sgt. Bill Young, a State Police

@ Agency records on
loads not precise,
Page 7A.

pol said the ident oc-
curred in the westbound lanes of I-
40 near where U.S. Highway 67-
167 intersects with the interstate.
Young said the tractor-trailer
truek, owned by National Electric
at Coffeyville, Kan., was driven by
John Campbell, 43, of Nowata,
Okla., 2 National Electric employe.
Tried to change lanes

Young said the accident oc-
curred when Campbell tried to
change lanes on the interstate and
collided with a Jeep Cherokee
driven by Billy L. Mitchell, 44, of
Vilonia (Faulkner County). Nei-
ther vehicle overturned. The Cher-
okee, which was struck on the
right front fender, came to rest on
the south shoulder of the inter-
state with the front of the vehicle
pointed down the incline at the
edge of the shoulder. After the col-
lision, Campbell kept the truck un-
der control and stopped on the

" section of the highway was coated

with an absorbent material to soak
up the oil and then the highway
was being cleaned with solvents.
The absorbent material will be
vacuumed up and placed in bar-
rels.

Mechan said dirt was being exca-
vated from a depth of three inches
to a foot in two patches about 12
feet wide and 10 feet long along
the highway. About 100 55-gallon
drums of the contaminated soil
will be shipped to the Coffeyville
facility and then transferred to
other waste disposal sites, he said.
Fill dirt near the 1-40 Lakewood
exit will be used to replace the con-
taminated soil, Kale said.

Meehan said that when the truck
swerved after the collision, the
three transformers on the bed
shifted and the extra tension
against the chains and binders ap-
parently broke a fin on the trans-
former that fell to the highway.
The oil that was contained on the
truck was pumped into 55-gallon
barrels, he said.

Banned in 1977

PCBs are an insulating oil used
as a heat retardant in electric
transformers and capacitors until
1977, when they were banned by
Congress. The oil is about the con-
sistency of motor oil but is clear.
PCBs have been shown to cause
cancer, liver damage, birth defor-
mities and other adverse health ef-

PCBs are suspected cause
of variety of health problems

Polychiorinated biphenyls, or
PCBs, which were spilled on Inter-
state 40 Wednesday, are contained
in a heavy, oily chemical com-
pound that once was widely used
to cool and insulate heavy electri-
cal equipment, often in mixtures
with solvents.

PCBs can build up in the food
chain and are suspected of causing
liver cancer, skin lesions, chlo-
racne, birth abnormalities, muta-
tions and other health problems.
PCBs are toxic to fish at very low
levels and the survival rate and re-
productive success of fish can be
adversely affected in the presence
of any level of PCBs.

PCBs were first produced in the
United States in 1935 by Mon-
santo. In 1971, Monsanto voluntar-
ily ceased all sales of PCBs for all
uses except in electrical capacitors
and transformers — uses that, at
the time, were thought to be envi-
ronmentally safe. Congress
banned their manufacture in 1977
and further sale or new use of
PCBs was banned in 1979.

Capacitors store electrical cur-
vent for future use and transform-
ers convert current from a primary
circuit into a variation of voltages
and cutrents in a secondary cir-
cuit.

While PCBs intentionally were
produced in the past, they still are
produced in minute quantities as

fectsinlab Y

The maximum acceptable level
of PCBs the federal Environmental
Protection Agency will permit in
transformers or i is 60

ional by-products and
process impurities in the manufac-
ture of various other chemicals
and compounds.

The EPA set October 1, 1985, as
the deadline for discontinuing use
of PCBs in large capacitors that
could ieak and contaminate the
food chain. All electrical equip-
ment that contains 50 parts per
million or more PCBs that is ready
for disposal must be sent to an
EPA-approved facility.

The EPA has said the safest way
to destroy PCBs is by incineration.
Ensco, Inc., with headquarters at
Little Rock, has a large facility at
¥l Dorado that is approved by the
EPA for PCB ineineration.

The EPA estimates that at the
end of 1979, about 47,500 large
PCB capacitors and 9,580 PCB
transformers were in use at food
and feed facilities nationwide.

The EPA says that before PCBs
were b d from facture
and use, vast quantities of the

hemical d the envir

An estimated 91 per cent of the
American population now have
traces of PCBs in their fatty tissue.
About 750 million pounds of the
chemical still are in use or in stor-
age around the country.

Recent studies have shown that
although a large number of the
population had been exposed to
PCBs before they were banned, the
concentrations are decreasing as
time passes.

In 1981, Edwin Clark, an assist-
ant EPA administrator, said at a
news conference, “The presence of
PCBs in the environment is poten-
tially one of the most serious pub-
lic health issues we face.”

parts per million and, according to
Merritt, most transformers that
contain PCBs have up to 200,000
parts per million. “It varies, ac-
cording to the kind of transformer
it is,” Merritt said. The level of
PCBs in the transformers that rup-
tured on 1-40 hadn't been deter-
mined, he said.

Merritt said the three transform-
ers on the truck each had a capac-
ity of 450 gailons.

Merritt said “quite a number” of
motorists drove through the
spilled oil. Pollution Control and
state Health Department officials

north shoulder of the i 2

Campbell wasn’t hurt and Mitch-
ell was treated for minor head in-
juries at Memorial Hospital at
North Little Rock and released.

Young said Campbell was cited
for attempting an improper lane
change.

Kale said traffic passing over
the spilled liguid Wednesday
morning had splashed some of the
oil into a diteh on a 75-foot stretch
along the north side of the inter-

e

were ising those motorists who
drove through the oil to go to an
“unmanned, not a ‘hands-on,’ ” au-
tomatic car wash. He said the auto-
matic scrubbers would remove
most of the oil, but a PCB odor
would linger. “That will dissipate
if they leave the car outside,” he
said. Kale said the odor was com-
parable to gasoline or other petro-
Jeum-based products.

Merritt said the area on the in-
terstate where the spill occurred

would have to be diked, to prevent
migration of the PCBs when a

! agent was applied to the
highway. The liquid also will be
vacuumed into drums, Merriit
said.

Meehan said that after a section
of highway was cleaned, samples
of the concrete would be sent to
the Pollution Contrel Department,
which will have the final say on
whether it was sufficiently clean.

Merritt said he didn’t think any
of the pavement would have to be
taken up because any PCB residue
that remained after the highway
was cleaned would deteriorate
within a matter of days because of
exposure to the sunlight.

Firm sends experts

Immediately after they were no-
tified of the PCB spill, officials of
National Electric at Coffeyville
sent a team of experts to North Lit-
tle Roek to investigate and prepare
for cleanup operations. Young, the
State Police spokesman, said the

investigative team arrived at the
scene before noon Wednesday. .

Bill Hawks, vice president of Na-
tional Electric’'s Coffeyville fa-
eility, said in a telephone inter-
view that the team included four
cleanup ‘‘specialists’ and an
“emergency co-ordinator.” The
company also sent the clean-up
workers and a specially equipped
truck.

Hawks said his company had no-
tified Ensco, Inc., the hazardous
waste digposal firm that is head-
quartered at Little Rock, Arkansas
Power and Light Company and Na-
tional Electric customers that heip
might be needed in cleaning up the
spill.

Hlugh Ernest, Ensco’s director of
governmental and corporate rela-
tions, said late Wednesday aft-
erncon that National Electrie
would use some of Ensco's labora-
tory technicians in the cleanup but
he didn't know what other role
Ensco would piay.

“It’s just like a forest fire,”

Hawks said. “Whenit happgns,ftv
erybody scrambles. When' it
over, you stand back and tak
stoek.”

Hawks said that immediatel
after the accident, “our driver.di
call in to the emergency numbe
and returned immediately to th
scene to do what he could £5-cor
tainthe spill.” T RED

Meehan said the transforiter
were being transported to Coffe;
ville from Winston-Salem, NX
Hawks said they were i0 &
drained and cleaned “'for EPA“m
proved disposal.” CETEE

Hawks deseribed National Ele
tric as “a service company’" th:
has been repairing and ¢leanit
clectrical transformers for &
years. *We work for utility cofup
nies, government and industtie
and one of the services we provic
is yemoval and proper disposar’
PCB items for our customeis.” 1
said. L1 eid

Like Ensco, National-Eleetr
has an incinerator that destro]
PCBs at its Coffeyville facility, |
said. Hawks said the cleanup tea
that was sent to North Little Ro:
had performed similar cleanup o
erations. “This could have be
one of our customers calling us”
clean up an industrial or comr¢
cial spill, he said. Cleaning 1
chemicatl spills is one of the s¢
vices the companry offers, Haw
said. p

National Electric is headgui
tered at Lakeville, Minn.

A state Transportation Comm
sion spokesman said Wednesd
afternoon that National Elect
had a permit to operate in Ark:
sas, “'so they were legal as far
coming through.”

Merritt said state officials we
assisting the National Elect
team but “if you can get the
sponsible party to act swiftly, y
iet them handle it, and they w¢
apparently ready to do that.”

The closing of the spili-conta
nated section of I-40 caused ru:
hour traffic tieups. By 9 a
Wednesday, westbound traf
was still backed up to the McG:
Boulevard overpass, and all we
bound traffic was being rerow
east to the Protho Junction ¢
East Belt Freeway exits on
Memphis highway. At the ¢
ernoon rush hour, traffic patte
were further complicated by t
minor accidents in the eastboun
40 lanes close to the spill area.

Except for the twe accider
eastbound traffic on I-40 and L
67-167 continued without in
ruption, and workers who are
habilitating a section of the int
state near where the spill occur
continued with their jobs.

This article was compiled from
ports by James Scudder, Cary Bi
burn and Rob Moritz of the Gaz
staff. :

-
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in the News

@ Boy Gearge, 25, the pop singer
who  reportedly is undergoing
treatment for drug addiction, was
arrested at Essex, England, by
Scotland Yard narcotics officers
and taken to a London jail where
he was charged with heroin pos-
session, but was released 12
hours later and ordered to appear
befare a magistrate July 29.

& David Roadhouse, 2 Chicago
psychotherapist commenting on
the disparity between a Chicogo
Sun-Times survey in which
nearly 80 per cent of married men
responding would remarry their
current spouses and a Women’'s
Day magazine poll in which enly
half the women participating
would remarry their husbands,
contended “‘men experience ful-
fillment more easily than women
do. Women are filled with all
these romantic yearnings, and ro-
mance is finite, limited, difficult
to sustain.”

® Elils Rubin, 81, 2 Miami lawyer
who gained national attention in
1977 when he used prolonged in-
toxication from felevision vio-
lenee as a defense for a teen-aged
client charged with murder, was
freed from jail by the Flerida Su-
preme Court just nine hours after
e began serving a 30-day crimi-
nal contempt sentence for refus-
ing o defend a murder suspect he
said he knew was going to lie un-
der oath

@ Paula Cooper, 16, who ad-
raitted pianning end leading three
other Gary. Ind,, teen-agers in the

Contaminated 1-40 lane resurfaced
after cleanup; segment is reopened

By James Scudder
GAZETTE STAFF

The section of the westbound
lanes of Interstate 40 at North Lit-
tle Rock that was closed after a
chemical spill Wednesday morning
was resurfaced Saturday aft-
ernoon, and the segment of high-
way was reopened to traffic at
9:08 p.m. Saturday.

The State Police reported at
10:30 p.m. that traffic was moving
smoothly on the stretch and there
were no problems. The section that
had been closed was between the
East Belt Freeway and the Lake-
waod Bxit.

Pr. Phyllis Garnett, director of
the state Poliution Control and
Ecology Department, said earlier
Saturday that officials had de-

cided after extensive testing’

Thursday and Friday that any res-
idue of polychlerinated biphenyls,
or PCBs, that remained on the

about 7:16 a.m. Wednesday. The
truck was carrving three large
electrical transformers, two of
which ruptured «nd spiiled the oil
onto the highwe .

Before the interstate could be
closed, about 390 motorists drove
through the oil spill, splashing the
oil onto the sheulder and into the
ditch beside the interstate State

The section of highway
was reopercd to traffic
at 9:08 p.m. Saturday.

officials Saturiay were still ap-
pealing for wotorists who drove
through the oil o call the Truck O-
Mat truck wash at the Galloway
exit on I-40 to make an appoint-
ment to have their cars decontami-
nated, free of charge. The tele-
phone number to call to make an

pavement after ex ive P
efforts Wednesday through Friday
would be sealed under the new
layer of asphalt and held there.
250 gallons spilled

About 250 gallons of PCB-
tainted oil were spilled onto the in-
terstate just west of U.S. Highway
67-167 when a fiatbed truck
owned by National Electric, Inc.,
of Lakeville, Minn., and Coffey-
ville, Kan., struck another vehiele

ppointment is £ 15-2899.
Effects to | salth noted

PCBs have beon shown to cause
cancer and othe  serious iong-term
health effects 1 laborvatory ani-
mals and less sc ious acute health
effects in humans. The long-term
effect on humins isn't precisely
known but the ¢ vemical compound
is vegarded by experts as one of
the most toxic and dangerous be-
cause it can build up in the food

chain and, once present in the
body, remains stored in fatty tis-
sue.

Dr. Robert Blanz, deputy direc-
tor of the Pollution Control and
Ecology Department, was at the
spill site Saturday afternoon and
said he had begun trying to locate
an asphalt contractor about 6:30
a.m. Saturday and finally suc-
ceeded shortly before noon. The
work was done by the Ben M. Ho-
gan Co. of Little Rock, which
pulled a subcontractor off another
job to perform the interstate work.

Dr. Blanz said the state Highway
and Transportation Department
had told him the asphait would
cost $10,000 to $12,000, but he
didn’t know whether that included
the cost of laying the asphait.

Part of surface removed

Friday, workers from Nationa!
Electric and state agencies used 2
concrete grinding machine to re-
move about one-fourth inch of the
surface of the highway along part
of a 800-foot streteh where the oil,
which contained abcut 70 per cent
PCBs, was either spilled or carried
by the tires of passing vehicles. Dr.
Garnett said Saturdav that exten-
sive tests were made on the con-
crete particles and it was deter-
mined that the tainted ofl was
sufficiently “stable,” that any res-

(Sec1-40 onPage 114}

; e e
Workers lay asphalt over contaminated highway.

1985 robberv and death
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idue g after the cl p
operation would remain under an
asphalt covering and wouldn’t
penetrate the concrete base or mi-
grate laterally to the shoulder or
diteh beside the roadway.

Contaminated dirt from the
ditch and shoulder was removed
Wednesday and Thursday by Na-
tional Electric workers and placed
in drums for shipment to Coffey-
ville. When the accident occurred
the truck was en route from North
Carolina to Coffeyville, where the
transformers were to be flushed
and cleaned and then sent to a Ne-
vada landfiil.

Cl p delayed for

Dr. Garnett said officials were
delayed in the cleanup work Fri-
day because they had to locate a
grinding machine that also used a
water vacuum “'so we wouldn’t be
spreading the water and the mil-
lings on the shoulder area.” She
added, “The system that was
brought in did have a vacuum on
it, but it wasn’t as controlled as we
wanted it.”

Pollution Control officials had
thought Friday that all the PCBs
could be removed by grinding off
one-fourth inch of the concrete
surface, but Dr. Garnett said Sat-
urday she and others decided,
after extensive analyses of the oil
resin containing the PCBs, it would
be safer to seal any residue under a
coating of asphalt than to i

CAR CLEANUP: An employe of National Electric, Inc., of Lakeville, Minn., and
Coffeyville, Kan., applies a cleaning solvent to one of about 300 cars that drove through
the area on Interstate 40 at North Little Rock where about 250 gallons of electric
transformer oil contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls spilled on the highway after an
accident at 7:16 a.m, Wednesday. Any solvent spilled onto the plastic layer beneath the car
was vacuumed up and put into the fank in the foreground. National Electric — whose
flatbed truck was carrying three large transformers, two of which ruptured after the truck

—Staf Photo by Jeff Bowen

struck another vehicle — has been cleaning cars at the Truck O-Mat truck wash at the
Galloway exit on 140 since Friday and will continue through 10 p.m. today. Motorists who
drove through the spill should call 945-2899 for an appointment to have their car

decontaminated free of charge. -

stable, highly immobile, which is

using the grinding machine and
water vacuum.

“We felt that we had a greater
risk in continuing the grinding due
to the water and the ch. that it

It is binding extremely
well to the concrete itseif."”

Dr. Garnett, who had been per-
sistent in refusing to say exactly
when the interstate could be re-

would run off onto the shoul

d, said S: day, “I've been
very h to say that b 1

and the roadside,” Dr. Garnett
said. “Therefore, we made the de-
cision last [Friday] night not to
continue grinding. Instead, we de-
cided to asphalt that portion
where we had the concentration.”
Dr. Garnett said one of the rea-
sons for the grinding was to obtain
les of the contami d con-
crete to determine “the physical
characteristics of the PCBs we
were dealing with.” She said ex-
tensive tests of the concrete sam-
ples at the Pollution Control and
Ecology Department laboratory
showed the PCB-contaminated
resin was “a highly stable mate-
rial, with minimum mobility, and
that was one of the questions we
answered yesterday: Would it pen-
etrate through the concrete and
into the soil? Would it move
through the soil itself? It's very

didn’t want to change that every
day.”

Soon after the PCB spill, pollu-
tion control officials had advised
motorists who had driven through
the oii to take their cars to an auto-
matic car wash. But that advice
later was retracted when the offi-
cials learned the PCB-tainted resin
Wwas too stubborn to be removed by
an ordinary car wash and the PCB
concentrations in the oil that
spilled from the transformers was
as high as 700,000 parts per mii-
lion — much higher than prelimi-
nary tests had indicated.

Gary Cozad, manager of Truck
O-Mat, where National Electric has
rented a truck wash bay to steam-
clean contaminated vehicles, said
National Electric had cleaned
about three vehicles each hour
since the operation began Friday

and would continue to clean them
through 10 p.m. today.

Friday, pollution control offi-
cials placed receptacles at three
fire stations at Little Rock and
three at North Little Rock and
gave motorists who drove through
the PCB spill instructions on how
to clean their driveways.

The special barrels will be lo-
cated through 3 p.m. Monday at
these fire stations:

LITTLE ROCK: Central Fire Sta-
tion at Seventh and Chester
Streets; Station 9 at 1324 North
Shackleford Road, and Station 18
at Otter Creek Road and Interstate
30.

NORTH LITTLE ROCK: Fire Sta-
tion 1 at 723 Maple Street; Fire
Station 6 at 3500 Camp Robinson
Road, and Fire Station 7 at 2400
McCain Boulevard.

DRAPERY WAREHOUSE
OUTLET STORE
Little Rock Drapery Supply Co.
227-5960

i2th & Rodney Parham

(across Rock Creek)
M.-F. 8:30-4:30, Sat. 11 il 2
e




